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SEASONAL INFLUENZA VACCINATION FOR CHILDREN AGED 5 AND UNDER
23 April 2010

GENERAL PRACTITIONERS, ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICES,
PAEDIATRICIANS & EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS

Please share this information with your colleagues.

Key points

1. The Australian Government has temporarily suspended seasonal influenza
vaccination for children aged 5 years and under.

2. GPs and immunisation providers should continue to report any febrile convulsions
and fevers greater than 40.5°C fellowing immunisation to their local public health
unit.

+ The Western Australian Health Department has reparted an increase in fever and febrile
convulsions in children aged 5 years and under following seasonal flu vaccination.

» Fever and febrile convulsions are recognised adverse reactions following immunisation in
small children and generally have no long term consequences. It is unclear whether the
reported increase in WA is simply because of a higher vaccination rate this year, or a real
increase in the rate of febrile convulsions.

+  The temporary suspension of the program for children aged 5 years and under is a
precautionary measure while the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA} urgently reviews
data from WA to determine what factors were involved in the adverse reactions seen in WA, A
similar situation has not been reported in NSW but further investigation is underway.

+ Seasonal flu vaccination for people six years of age and over centinues to be recommended.
¢ The Austraiian Government's Department of Health and Ageing has issued a press release

with mare information. This is available from: http/Awww healihogov. aw under ‘media centre’
and ‘Departmental media releases’.

« There do not appear to be any implications for the swine flu vaccines {Panvax® and Panvax
Junior®), which can continue to be administered to people aged six months and older.

» For the latest information on the seasonal flu vaccination program in NSW please refer to the
NSW Health seasonal flu vaccination website:
bt dvneen healih.nsw, gov e/ PublicHaalh/lmmunisation/programsiseasonal inilusnza-
2010, a3,

Yours sincerely

o2

Or Kerry Chant
Chief Health Officer and
Deputy Director-General, Population Health



